
A N N U A LA N N U A L
R E P O R TR E P O R T

2020



EASTERN RIVERINA ARTS

E R A A N N U A L R E P O R T | 2 0 2 0

Eastern Riverina Arts (ERA) is a small
organisation providing big
opportunities to artists and creative
people in our region.

We work in collaboration with the
eight Councils of Bland, Coolamon,
Cootamundra-Gundagai, Lockhart,
Junee, Snowy Valleys, Temora and
Wagga Wagga. Eastern Riverina Arts
works within these communities to
support creative practitioners,
stimulate creative activity and
enterprise, and increase participation
in the arts.

We are part of the NSW Regional Arts
Network, and supported by the NSW
Government through Create NSW.



During a volatile year, Eastern Riverina Arts
delivered in spades.

The sheer scale of project delivery undertaken
by ERA’s team in 2020 marks a new high for the
organisation. On top of our core work, our small
team managed 3 existing major projects
(Artstate, Platform and the Lagoon project) and
commenced work on 2 more (Create Space and
Arbour Festival).

Each of these projects builds capacity across our
service region, and brings in significant external
funding into to support artists and businesses
across our region. All of this work provided
capacity building, income and new
opportunities to local artists, groups and
councils in a year when the arts sector was
enduring such hardship.

To meet these challenges we became a more
nimble organisation, employing cloud-based
project management software and data
solutions so that we could maximise our output
during lockdown, and spread our workforce
wider across our service area.

In 2020 Scott Howie vacated the Executive
Director’s position to take on Artistic Direction
for Artstate Wagga Wagga, and then pursue
new opportunities. After 10 years in the role,
Scott leaves a considerable legacy and we are
grateful for his contribution.

2021 will be a big year with renewed vision, a
raft of new and ongoing projects and a whole
lot of work to achieve for our communities. We
look forward to working with you!

Tim Kurylowicz
Executive Director
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IMAGE: Artstate 2020, Jack of Hearts Studio
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Wagga Wagga: To Dance To
Celebrate
Starting the conference in the spirit of
Yindyamarra

Call
A city-wide soundscape experience
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Old:New
Artists reinterpret historical objects for
innovative new exhibition

Horizons Made Wide 
Riverina Visual Arts transform cityscape
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Ash Dust Air Anthology
Young Writers respond to drought, fires and a pandemic

PROGRESSION

these times are

stagnant

progressively unmoving

or moving backwards?

it's hard to tell

when I will feel the growth that adulthood promised

when I will be able to step beyond what I am now

and progress

I can see the person I want to be

but how do I get from A to B?

am I being held back by unavoidable coincidences

or an inability to grow?

fear and doubt have defined my short adult life

maybe next year I can rewrite my story

by Mackenzie Tooth, from ash dust air 2020

 



2020 was a big, exciting year for Lagoon, our intergenerational project helping to
reconnect local First Nations men to cultural and traditional practices.

Canoe Making workshops were delayed by bushfires, and then Covid lockdowns,
but went ahead in August in a Covid-safe way. During these workshops, two
stringybark canoes were made in traditional Wolgalu/Wiradjuri style in the Tumut
and Brungle regions, and a red gum bark canoe was made in Wagga Wagga.
Workshop participants also participated in spear and trap making.

The project culminated in November with Muriin, one of the key attractions at
Artstate Wagga Wagga. The three canoes floated on the highly significant Wollundry
Lagoon for the duration of Artstate, a focal point demonstrating living culture and
celebrating Aboriginal creativity and achievement.

Watch the inspiring Lagoon project video at easternriverinaarts.org.au/lagoon/

LAGOON

Major Project

http://easternriverinaarts.org.au/lagoon/


LAGOON

Majaja or Projojo ectMajor Project



The Platform artspace is still owned by Eastern Riverina Arts and is available for hire
at festivals and events. See platformriverina.com/hire for information.
Ezy-Dun portable accessible bathroom is managed by project partner IDEAS and is
available for hire at festivals and events through the IDEAS website.
The Festivals Guide to Accessible Events has now been published, and is available
as a resource to festival organisers wanting to make their events more accessible
and inclusive.
Event Ramp Kits were gifted to all 8 of our member Councils to assist community
and council-run events in our region to be more accessible.

Eastern Riverina Arts’ Platform Project continued its track record for innovation in 2020
with a big change of direction due to Covid.

With the cancellation of all major events in March, the Eastern Riverina Arts team
coordinated Platform Live – a livestreamed showcase of talks, readings and live
performances led by artists with disability. Platform Live included live audio
description, captioning and Auslan interpretation to maximise accessibility – and was
lauded for setting a new standard in accessible cultural content streaming.

The project’s funding has now concluded, and an independent project evaluation was
conducted by Accessible Arts which gathered feedback from festival goers, festival
organisers, and the artists involved in the project. 

Platform project legacies include:

Major Project
PLATFORM

I didn’t want to
come out! Peace in

the storm

F E S T I V A L  G O E R

The accessibility of
the space for all
ages. It's great

F E S T I V A L  G O E R

It’s the first time in my
arts career that I have

been paid properly

A R T I S T

https://www.platformriverina.com/hire


Major Project
PLATFORM

Andy Jackson

Madeleine Stewart

Michelle Roger

 Alison Paradoxx - slam poet, accompanied by AUSLAN interpretation, live streaming. 



Bland Shire Council - Bland Indigenous Outdoor Museum ($5,000)

Riverina Community College - Nemesis ($2,255)

Lockhart Shire Council - All One under the Australian Sun ($5,000)

Create Hub Riverina Multicultural Women’s Creative Group ($4,959)

CASP
COUNTRY ARTS SUPPORT PROGRAM

Image: Sunset Storm - Looking across Houlighan’s Valley, from Albert Street, Junee from Horizons Made Wide.
Digital Image by Struan Timms.



Auspiced Projects

Our Core Work

Creative Riverina Catchups

Creative Riverina Facebook Group 

Window Gallery 

Creative Riverina 

Auspicing

Image: Walan Gugaa - Strong Goanna. Created by Wiradjuri
Elder and artist Aunty Lorraine Tye, in collaboration with
Casey Ankers and Peter Ingram



Delivering strong returns for
our region
Eastern Riverina Arts continues its track record for growth, delivering strong returns on
our members' investment

In 2021, ERA-led projects such as the Arbour Festival, Lagoon, Create Space (Renew
Wagga), and Arts Restart will distribute more than $500K in artist fees, production fees
and worker salaries across our region, above and beyond the core services we provide
to our region.



Supporting creative practitioners,
stimulating creative activity and

increasing participation in the arts.
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Eastern Riverina Arts acknowledges the financial
and in-kind support of its member Councils




